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Fall GreetingsEveryone

Library classes began Sept.10th, and, already, 2 weeksin, we have circulated 2,000
books As Qe been telling your children, | want usall to beREADERS. Thingslike TV,
video game, cinema, cell phone and computer screens and the general busyness of life
can make it difficult to settle down with books Library offerstimeto do
thaEhallelujah!!!

You may have noticed Library Behavior Expectations sheets tha were distributed to
your grade 3-5 students (they are poged on our Alcott library Web page

http://mail.colonial .net/~jpeachey/library/index.html).

Opening days are a goodtime to discuss these expectations and ways to make the mog
of our library time togdher each week. This, of course, is discussed with our younge
students as well. We partner with you to encourage Gzaring, coopeative, respectfulO
behavior. Please feel free to contact me with any questionsor conaernsyou may have. It
has been atreat to welcome our kindegartne's, approximately 22 new students, and all
those familiar returning faces.

Our volunteers hdp our library humalong Alcott Library Aide, Penny Staples and |
thank al of our parents who attended a volunteer orientation on Wednesday morning,
9/19", and all who have expressed interest in heping out this year with our library
program. A very special thank you goesto Terry Marzucco, our library volunteer
coordinaor, for organizing and contacting volunteer respondents, and creating a
volunteer schedule for 07-08Ea big job handled with great care. We look forward to
sharing afun year ahead as we guide our children on our mission to (Raise ReadersQ

A new Fall Wish List has been submitted to Cindy Mara, our Birthday Book
coordinaor, as suggestionsfor Birthday Book purchase. Y ou may view thislist onour
library Web page A Birthday Book basket of pre-selected booksis also available in the
library.

“Book Bucks” was begunseveral years ago by our PTG, and our library has benefited
from the purchase of booksmade possible with these dondions Please congder giving
your Concrd Bookshop Book BucksOto our school library. And speaking of the
Conard BookshopE Liz Sugarman and our PTG bring usanother Alcott Fall Book



Fair with the Conaord Bookshop on Tuesday, Nov. 6™. Watch for details on this special
community event.

Thisyear® Children’s Book Week is Nov. 12-18, its 88th anniversary! The Children@
Book Counal, its official spon®r, describesit as @helongest running literacy eventin
the county. This year@® theme for its observance is “Rise Up Reading.” As has been our
Alcott tradition, we look forward to displaying our new fiction acquisitionsduring this
week at our annuad Qreast on Fiction OANnd interestingly, for thefirst time since its
inceptionin 1919 Children@ Book Week will changeitstimingto May 12-18, 2008
and, going forward, it will behdd during the 1¥ or 2" week in May.

There@ anew bookgroupin town! *Please see attached information in this Alcott
Action abouta grade 4/5 Book Discussion Club to be hdd at the Concord Public Library.

Our library is promoting the 25 nominated titles for this year@ Massachusetts
Children’s Book Award. This statewide reading incentive program focuses on grades 4
& 5, and we encourage your readersto participae. Pogersin our library display the 25
nomnaed book covers. These booksare available for checkout, and MCBA information
has been shared with our Conoord Public librarians For more information visit our Alcott
library Web page Andwith adesireto indudeour younge readers, we would like to
introduce:

The Bronson Award
Alcott’s K-3 Children’s Choice Award

TheBronson Award will begiven (beginningin spring 2008)to an author and/or
illudrator of abookvoted as their favorite by paticipaing K-3 Alcott children. The
award is designed to encourage Alcott students to read critically and to become familiar
with children® books authors and illugtrators.

Theaward is named in hona of Bronson the Owl, Alcott® school mascot. He symbolizes
our caring, coopeative, respectful community of learners, and our desire to encourage
emergent readers. A list of nominees from recently released bookswill be created, and K-
3 students will beinvited to vote for awinne to beannouned in June

1t@ been a great start to theyear. We look forward to joining with you families as we
strive to open up our worlds, care abouteach other, and learn together. May our children
become skilled, frequent, enthusastic readers, and smarter, hgppier, more compassionae
individuds as they experience new worldsthroughbooks

(Rise Up to your Chdlenges
Rise Up to your Imagindion
Rise Up to your Dream
Rise Up Reading!O

Sandy Peirce



