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Fall Greetings Everyone, 
 
Library classes began Sept.10th, and, already, 2 weeks in, we have circulated 2,000 
books. As IÕve been telling your children, I want us all to be READERS. Things like TV, 
video game, cinema, cell phone, and computer screens, and the general busyness of life 
can make it difficult to settle down with books. Library offers time to do 
thatÉha llelujah!!!  
 
You may have noticed Library Behavior Expectations sheets that were distributed to 
your grade 3-5 students (they are posted on our Alcott library Web page: 
http://mail.colonial.net/~jpeachey/library/index.html). 
Opening days are a good time to discuss these expectations, and ways to make the most 
of our library time together each week. This, of course, is discussed with our younger 
students as well. We partner with you to encourage Òcaring, cooperative, respectfulÓ 
behavior. Please feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns you may have. It 
has been a treat to welcome our kindergartners, approximately 22 new students, and all 
those familiar returning faces.  
 
Our volunteers help our library hum along. Alcott Library Aide, Penny Staples and I 
thank all of our parents who attended a volunteer orientation on Wednesday morning, 
9/19th, and all who have expressed interest in helping out this year with our library 
program. A very special thank you goes to Terry Marzucco, our library volunteer 
coordinator, for organizing and contacting volunteer respondents, and creating a 
volunteer schedule for 07-08Éa big job handled with great care. We look forward to 
sharing a fun year ahead as we guide our children on our mission to ÒRaise ReadersÓ.  
 
A new Fall Wish List has been submitted to Cindy Mara, our Birthday Book 
coordinator, as suggestions for Birthday Book purchase. You may view this list on our 
library Web page. A Birthday Book basket of pre-selected books is also available in the 
library. 
 
“Book Bucks” was begun several years ago by our PTG, and our library has benefited 
from the purchase of books made possible with these donations. Please consider giving 
your Concord Bookshop ÒBook BucksÓ to our school library. And speaking of the 
Concord BookshopÉ  Liz Sugarman and our PTG bring us another Alcott Fall Book 



Fair with the Concord Bookshop on Tuesday, Nov. 6th. Watch for details on this special 
community event.  
 
This yearÕs Children’s Book Week is Nov. 12-18, its 88th anniversary! The ChildrenÕs 
Book Council, its official sponsor, describes it as Òthe longest running literacy event in 
the country. This yearÕs theme for its observance is “Rise Up Reading.” As has been our 
Alcott tradition, we look forward to displaying our new fiction acquisitions during this 
week at our annual ÒFeast on Fiction.Ó And interestingly, for the first time since its 
inception in 1919, ChildrenÕs Book Week will change its timing to May 12-18, 2008, 
and, going forward, it will be held during the 1st or 2nd week in May.  
 
ThereÕs a new book group in town!  *Please see attached information in this Alcott 
Action about a grade 4/5 Book Discussion Club to be held at the Concord Public Library. 
 
Our library is promoting the 25 nominated titles for this yearÕs Massachusetts 
Children’s Book Award. This statewide reading incentive program focuses on grades 4 
& 5, and we encourage your readers to participate. Posters in our library display the 25 
nominated book covers. These books are available for checkout, and MCBA information 
has been shared with our Concord Public librarians. For more information visit our Alcott 
library Web page. And with a desire to include our younger readers, we would like to 
introduce: 
 

The Bronson Award 
Alcott’s K-3 Children’s Choice Award 

 
The Bronson Award will be given (beginning in spring 2008) to an author and/or 
illustrator of a book voted as their favorite by participating K-3 Alcott children. The 
award is designed to encourage Alcott students to read critically and to become familiar 
with childrenÕs books, authors and illustrators.  
 
The award is named in honor of Bronson the Owl, AlcottÕs school mascot. He symbolizes 
our caring, cooperative, respectful community of learners, and our desire to encourage 
emergent readers. A list of nominees from recently released books will be created, and K-
3 students will be invited to vote for a winner to be announced in June.  
 
ItÕs been a great start to the year. We look forward to joining with you families as we 
strive to open up our worlds, care about each other, and learn together. May our children 
become skilled, frequent, enthusiastic readers, and smarter, happier, more compassionate 
individuals as they experience new worlds through books. 
 

ÒRise Up to your Challenges 
Rise Up to your Imagination 

Rise Up to your Dream 
Rise Up Reading!Ó 

Sandy Peirce 


